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WELCOME 

Welcome to the Wayside Middle School Band Program! Thank you for making the Wildcat Band an 

important part of your student’s education. The WMS Band has a long and storied history of 

excellence that we are excited to welcome you to. Your student’s participation in our band program 

will lead to growth in immeasurable ways.  

 

The purpose of this handbook is to inform you of the goals, rules, policies, and responsibilities that 

lead to a successful band program. All the items listed here are necessary for a smooth and 

successful year. These fair but firm regulations act as a means of clarification for students, parents, 

and staff. We believe that all rules are put in place for two reasons—safety and efficiency, both of 

which are important in a band hall! Both students and parents should take time to thoroughly 

read and discuss the contents of this handbook. Upon completion, the forms distributed to your 

student during the first week of school should be signed and returned to the band hall, indicating 

that you and your student understand the guidelines and expectations for the year. 

 

***PLEASE NOTE that band is a full-year course and that students are expected to commit for the 

full academic year. 

 

The Wayside Wildcat Band has a proud history of success, including numerous Superior Ratings in 

the UIL Concert and Sightreading Competition, Superior Ratings at additional festivals and 

competitions, outstanding concerts, and a reputation for producing outstanding musicians. The 
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performances. Encouraging students to listen to high-quality recordings can inspire young 

mailto:bshaffer@ems-isd.net
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Consequences for inappropriate behavior will be determined by the severity of the student’s actions. 

Parents will be notified of repeated concerns within the classroom or if the concern is not easily or 

quickly resolved. Consequences may include: 

¶ Writing assignments 

¶ Lunch Detention 

¶ Office Referral 

¶ After-School Detention 

¶ Required attendance in SAC (in-school suspension or ISS) 

¶ Band demotion
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THE WMS BANDS 

The following terms and abbreviations can be found throughout the rest of the band handbook.  

 

Beginner Band (BB): Students in Beginner Band are brand-new to playing a band instrument. No 

prior musical experience is required to join Beginner Band! All Beginner Band classes are split into 

like-instrument classes that meet once a day. These students focus on developing appropriate 

instrumental techniques, teamwork, and personal responsibility. Beginner Band members have 

infrequent after-school and weekend commitments.  

 

* Current seventh and eighth graders already enrolled at Wayside may join the Beginner Band upon 

director approval. 

 

Advanced Bands: This is an umbrella term that refers to all seventh and eighth grade students 

enrolled in Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or Honor Band. All Advanced Band students have at 

least one year of band experience and can read music. Advanced Band students are required to 

maintain passing grades in all classes year-round, display excellent behavior at all times, and 

participate in all performances throughout the year. 

 

Concert Band (CB): The Concert Band is primarily composed of seventh graders. Selection into 

this group is by audition, director consideration, and observation throughout the previous academic 

year. Students in this ensemble may participate in the UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest and 

will play at pep rallies throughout the year. Additional participation in All-District Band Auditions 

and Solo and Ensemble is optional but encouraged. Concert Band is designated as the ‘Sub Non-
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contests as determined by the directors, 
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On days where no sectionals are held, the band hall will be open from 7:30am-4:00pm. All students 

are encouraged to leave the building through Door 17 and report to their pick-up location or bus 

after picking up their instrument and band binder for daily practice. It is important that students go 

home promptly when the band hall closes for the day. 

 

 

SAFETY 

Due to the extensive presence of expensive musical equipment throughout our rooms, the only 

students allowed in the band hall before, during, and after the school day are students currently 

enrolled in the WMS Band. All friends and siblings of band members need to wait outside the band 

hall while band students deposit or collect their instruments. Non-Band Persons (NBPs) are not 

allowed in the band hall for any reason without express permission from the directors.  

 

 

CARE OF FACILITIES 

When you join the Wayside Band, you become part of a long-standing family that has passed 

through our band hall doors. Keeping our facilities clean and organized will help us preserve our 

space for the ye
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French horn, euphonium, and tuba. Some percussion equipment (five-octave marimba, bass drum, 

snare drum, vibraphones, xylophones, etc.) is provided, as well. The district provides these instruments for 

student use due to extensive costs; it is imperative that all school-owned instruments are treated with the utmost care 

and respect. Additional instruments (flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, and trombone) can be 

provided for students in need on a case-by-case basis. Students who fail to take care of their school-

owned instrument may lose the privilege of using school equipment. The following is a general 

procedure list for these instruments: 

¶ Before students are allowed to take their school-owned instrument home, both the student 

and their parent/guardian must sign and return an Instrument Usage Contract (IUC) and 

pay the annual $100 usage fee. If the fee cannot be paid in full, an installment schedule can 

be created. If an installment schedule is necessary, the student may take the instrument home 

after the first installment is paid. 

¶ School-owned instruments should not be taken outside of the United States. 

¶ Students who play a larger instrument (baritone saxophone or tuba) will be assigned a home 

instrument and a school instrument as inventory allows. This will allow students to maintain 

practice time while not creating extra transportation trouble. 

¶ EMS-ISD does not provide insurance for school-owned instruments. 

¶ Students who play school-owned instruments should not swap school-owned instruments 

with another student who plays their same instrument. 

¶ Students will be held responsible for damage caused to school-owned-instruments issued to 

them. 

¶ The band member is financially responsible for all equipment checked out to them during 

the duration of the school year. 

¶ All school-owned instruments will be in good playing condition when given to students. 

Students are expected to keep their instruments in good shape. 

¶ All equipment must be kept in its assigned storage location when not in use. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: School-owned instruments should not be treated as ‘free’ instruments. 

Some of these instruments were donated to our program by community members. Basic supplies 

such as mouthpieces and reeds should still be purchased, and repairs must still be made. The band 

directors ask that you treat these instruments as if they were your own. Most school-owned 

instruments exceed $1,500 in value, with some exceeding $6,000. Please note that students will be 

held financially responsible by both their campus and the district for damage or complete 

destruction of a school-owned instrument. 

 

 

INSTRUMENT STORAGE GUIDELINES 

Each student will be assigned an instrument storage locker or cubby in the band hall. The storage 

locker or cubby should be used for band equipment only. School books, athletic equipment or 

clothing, cleats or shoes, personal hygiene items, and or food should not be kept in storage lockers. 

Instruments need to be kept in their cases when not in use; the cases should always be stored in a 

student’s assigned storage space. Students should not carry their instrument through the school to 
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their classes due to space constraints outside of the Fine Arts Hall. Students who receive early 

dismissal for any reason may come to the band hall and pick up their instrument before departing 

from campus. If an instrument is in need of repair, students must inform a director before placing it 

in the designated repair location. 

 

Due to space co
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assistance at any point throughout the year, please email Dr. Shaffer at 

mailto:bshaffer@ems-isd.net
mailto:bshaffer@ems-isd.net
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band directors want to work with you to prioritize your student’s health and well-being—please let 

us know if any of these things happen during the duration of your student’s time in the WMS Band. 

If your student must miss a required band event, please notify their director by email.  

 

Unexcused Absence: If a student does not attend a required band event, they will receive a zero in 

the gradebook. These can be either major or minor grades. Rehearsals, concerts, contests, and 

competitions cannot be made up. Students who do not attend a sectional rehearsal may be required 

to schedule a make-up time with their director within one week. Please note that lack of 

transportation will not be considered an unexcused absence. Band parent carpools are a great 

transportation option. 

 

Concerts and Performances: These events are the heartbeat of your student’s experience in the 
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UIL competitions, etc. from middle school through high school.  

 

If a student fails at least one class with an average below 70, they are suspended from extra-

curricular activities for the duration of the next grading period. Students can regain eligibility if they 

pass ALL their classes at the Progress Report for the next grading period and will be considered 

eligible again a week after the Progress Report is posted. This policy is commonly referred to as the 

“No Pass, No Play” rule. 

 

Please note that activities that are considered curricular components of any course (like the Winter 

Concert, Solo and Ensemble Contest, UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest, the Beginner Band 

Festival, and the Spring Concert) are exempt from the “No Pass, No Play” policy. Any performance 

that is competitive in nature or for which admission is charged is deemed extra-curricular. This 

includes our annual All-District and All-Region Band Concerts, the Band Expo, and more. 

 

Please see the sample report card below as a guide on eligibility: 

 

STUDENT: JANE DOE 

First Six Weeks Report Card 

Girl’s Athletics 7 98 

Symphonic Band 90 

ELAR 7A 78 

ELAR 7B 78 

Science 7 84 

Advanced Math 7 60 

Advisory 7 97 
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allowed to perform at the Band Expo. 

 

If you have questions or concerns about your student’s eligibility throughout the school year, please 

email a band director. 

 

 

SUPPLIES 

Students are required to bring the following supplies to class every day: 

¶ Assigned instrument with all maintenance supplies (sticks/mallets, mouthpiece, reeds, slide 

grease, valve oil, cleaning swabs, etc.) 

¶ Band binder with all necessary music 

¶ Tuner and Pick-Up Clip (Honor and Symphonic Band Only) 

¶ Pencil bag with pencils 

¶ Other equipment as needed 

For home practice, we recommend that students have the following items available:  

¶ Chair without arms or wheels 

¶ A music stand. Inexpensive music stands can be found at local music stores or online! 

¶ A tuner and metronome—there are several free apps that serve both these purposes. 

 

 

GRADING GUIDELINES 

Much like how your students’ science, ELAR, math, and history courses are guided by the Texas 

Essential Knowledge and Sills (TEKS) standards that address the academic skills needed for 

successful course completion, your students also have music TEKS that are addressed throughout 

the school year. All grades given within the band hall are designed around evaluating student 

progress, performance, and musical citizenship. Your student’s mastery level of these objectives 

assists us in determining a grade for each six weeks.  

 

All students are expected to meet the responsibilities for each class as assigned by their band 

director. Since band is an academic music class with some extra-curricular elements, your student’s 

grade will reflect achievement in both of those areas. Our gradebooks contain two different types of 

assignments: Major Grades (worth 60% of your student’s average) and Minor Grades (worth 40% of 

your student’s average). A breakdown of the types of assignments given can be found below: 

 

Major Grades:  

¶ Playing Tests/Hearing Times: all students in grades 6-8 are expected to complete occasional 

playing tests. These will be over fundamental skills (Beginner Band) or over short excerpts of 
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music (Beginner and Advanced Band). Playing test cuts will always be distributed as far in 

advance as possible and are never given as punishment or as a surprise. 

¶ Concert and Contest Attendance: as stated above, these are the heartbeat of your student’s 

participation in the band program. Please note that behavior during these events is 

considered as part of your student’s overall grade. 

¶ Additional assignments as necessary: some locker checks before extended breaks like 
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SECTION REHEARSALS (SECTIONALS) 

Honor and Symphonic Band members will have at least one weekly mandatory section rehearsal 

with their band’s section. Students are expected to come prepared and arrive on time. Absences 

from these rehearsals will be addressed through our previously stated attendance policy. These 

rehearsals are extensions of the classroom and are imperative to student and full-band success. 
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The district-established rate is $21 per lesson. Lesson teachers are able to schedule your student 
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students to walk and move comfortably. Whatever shoe you choose should be all 

black with no additional colors. 

o Gentlemen: We prefer leather or imitation leather dress shoes but understand that 

your students sometimes grow out of two to three pairs of shoes per year. 

Affordable dress shoes that meet our uniform guidelines can be found at Walmart. 

Whatever shoe you choose should be all black with no additional colors on the soles 

or sides. 

If your student would like to wear jewelry (earrings, necklaces, bracelets, rings, etc.), it needs to be 

discreet and not cover any part of the concert dress.  

 

Hair accessories should not be distracting from the uniform or performance. Please note that hair 

should not cover the eyes, as student eye contact with the director is an important part of each 

performance.   

 

HONOR BAND, SYMPHONIC BAND, AND CONCERT BAND (PEP RALLIES) 

¶ Current year’s WMS Band T-shirt 

¶ Blue jeans (no holes) 

o For uniformity’s sake, please do not wear black, grey, white, or any other color of 

jeans to a WMS Band event where we need to be in uniform. 

o Sweatpants, athletic pants, or leggings are not permitted concert attire. 

¶ Closed-toe shoes (no Crocs, slides, or flip-flops please) 

¶ Optional: fun socks 

 

BEGINNER BAND (ALL PERFORMANCES) 

¶ Current year’s WMS Band T-shirt 

¶ Blue jeans (no holes) 

o For uniformity’s sake, please do not wear black, grey, white, or any other color of 

jeans to a WMS Band concert. 

o Sweatpants, athletic pants, or leggings are not permitted concert attire. 

¶ Closed-toe shoes (no Crocs, slides, or flip-flops please) 

¶ Optional: fun socks 

Please note that students that participate in our district’s annual SOLO AND ENSEMBLE 

CONTEST in February are asked to dress up. We recommend the following options: 

¶ Collared shirt or nice dress shirt 

¶ Dress pants or khakis 

¶ Dress, blouse and skirt, or blouse and dress pants 

¶ Dress shoes 

Please note that Solo and Ensemble is a district event and student attire should follow the EMS-ISD 

Dress Code. 
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o Since concerts are considered Wayside events, the WMS Cell Phone Policy still 

applies to students. Students found on their devices during a concert will receive 

appropriate disciplinary consequences. 

¶ Please move appropriately to your chosen seating area (no jumping over chairs or rows, 

running, sprinting, or general horseplay).  

¶ Support your fellow band 
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passing Marine Creek Middle School and the HCTC entrance. Please park in the rear parking lot, 

which doubles as stadium parking. The CTHS Auditorium can be found on the left side of the 

courtyard. If a concert happens during a school day, you may need to check in at the front office 

before attending. 

 

Physical Address: 3100 NW College Drive, Fort Worth, TX, 76179 

 

TIMBER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM: We recommend using your favorite 

navigation method to travel to this school, as construction in Keller routinely changes the preferred 

route. Our Advanced Bands usually perform at Timber Creek (Keller ISD) for their annual UIL 

Concert and Sightreading Contest. Please park in the available visitor parking and check in with the 

front office before proceeding to the auditorium. 

 

Physical Address: 12350 Timberland Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX, 76244 

 

 

UIL AND COMPETITIONS 

Each year, students in our Honor, Symphonic, and Concert Bands will participate in the annual UIL 

Concert and Sightreading Contest. This is our most important event of the year and functions as our 

equivalent of the Band STAAR Test. Students compete as one holistic band and are graded on 

rhythmic accuracy, note accuracy, intonation, dynamics, expression, timing consistency, uniformity, 

and more. It is important that every student attends this event and does their best. 

 

Successful preparation for this contest includes consistent home practice, regular attendance at any 

sectional rehearsals, and additional after-school rehearsals as deemed necessary by the band 

directors.  

 

There are a few additional competitions that Honor Band will participate in as eligibility and contest 

rules allow. These include the TMEA State Honor Band Contest, the Mark of Excellence Contest, 

and others. Symphonic Band may participate in the Citation of Excellence Contest at the discretion 

of the band directors. These competitions require high-quality recordings that may be taken from 

our UIL Competition or from other events through the year.  

 

 

TRAVEL GUIDELINES 

The WMS Band frequently utilizes school buses as our primary means of transportation to and from 

concerts, social events, and trip locations. Students are expected to display excellent behavior and 

conduct each time they board a bus throughout the school year, as the buses are considered an 

extension of the school district. Please note that students who are not In Good Standing with the 

band may lose the privilege of attending all non-curricular trips (see the TRIP CRITERIA section 

below for more information). 

 





24 
 

having outstanding fees or fines, or upon repeated disregard of standing band rules and regulations. 

Students who are no longer In Good Standing are not permitted to attend social events or trips with 

the band. 

 

Trips and social events are scattered throughout the school year. We encourage your student to 

attend as many of these as possible, as band is a highly social activity. Please keep in mind that the 

following rules apply: 

¶ Students must have passed all classes for the grading period before the date of the trip. (i.e. 

the spring trip takes place in the 6th Six Weeks, so students must have passed all classes for 

the 5th Six Weeks) 

¶ Students are expected to follow EMS-ISD dress code for their attire on all trips. Hats are 

allowed on a trip-by-trip basis. 

¶ If a student is placed in SAC or OSS on the day of the trip or social event, they may not 

attend. 

¶ If a student has received two or more SAC placements, they may not attend any social trips 

or events for the rest of the year. 

¶ Any student placed at the Alternative Disciplinary Campus (ADC) or in Out Of School 

Suspension (OSS) may not attend any trips or social events for the rest of the school year 

after coming back to Wayside. 

¶ Cannot have received an office referral at any time from a band director during the semester 

that the trip takes place 

¶ Any serious disciplinary offense may be cause for exclusion from the trip (including but not 

limited to SAC or OSS) 

Please note that in the event of a student or group of students failing to demonstrate excellent 

conduct or citizenship, a parent or guardian will be called and will be responsible for picking the 

student up early from the trip. 

 

Director’s Note: In the event that a spring trip is cancelled due to inclement weather and student 

safety becomes a concern, students will receive their tickets on the earliest possible school day 

instead of receiving a refund. Most theme parks do not have refund policies for school groups and 

inclement weather days. 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

The Wayside Band is proud to host a Band Student Leadership Team, selected from a pool of 

outstanding eighth grade musicians. Students desiring to join the student leadership team for their 

eighth-grade year must meet the following criterion: 

¶ Passed all classes for the current academic year. 

¶ No time spent in SAC (in-school suspension), OSS (out of school suspension), or ADC 

(Alternative Disciplinary Campus). 
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¶ Must be In Good Standing with the band program. 

¶ Must be consistent in attending performances and sectionals, if applicable. 

A general student leadership application will go out to all students through Canvas at the end of 

April. Students who complete the application will be invited to interview with the band directors for 

their preferred positions. Results will be posted on the last day of school. All Student Leadership 

Team members are invited to a workday in August to both receive training on their duties and to 

help the directors prepare for the new school year. All student leaders are expected to serve as 

consistent examples of excellent musicianship and citizenship. 

 

 

ALL-DISTRICT AND ALL-REGION BAND 

GUIDELINES 

The Wayside Band is proud to routinely participate in our annual All-District and All-Region Band 

Auditions. These are individual contests designed to challenge each student and provide 

opportunities for them to grow in technical ability and musical expression. The audition process 

begins during our back-to-school band camp, where students begin learning their audition music and 

reviewing their scales. 

 

All-District Band auditions are traditionally held at Wayside during the second week of October. 

Students are split into rooms by instrument and compete against other students in EMS-ISD to earn 

a seat in the All-District Band, which performs during December.  

 

All-Region Band auditions typically take place during the second week of November. These 

auditions follow the same function and protocol as the All-District Band auditions but include a 

larger pool of auditioning students. WMS Band students will compete against students from Keller, 

White Settlement, Weatherford, Cleburne, Aledo, Burleson, Azle, and more. The competition for 

chairs in the All-Region Band is typically more intense due to the sheer number of students that 

audition. Instead of one band, students compete to perform with one of three bands. 

¶ All Honor Band students are required to audition for both All-District and All-Region Band. 

o Symphonic Band students are highly encouraged to audition for All-District and All-

Region so long as they attend sectionals and show evidence of consistent practice. 

Several Symphonic Band members have qualified for the All-District Band or as 

alternates over the last ten years. 

o Concert Band students may audition for All-District so long as they attend sectionals 

and show evidence of consistent practice. 

¶





27 
 

The district’s volunteer coordinators generally need at least a week to process paperwork before 

confirming that you meet all the necessary criteria, so we recommend that you complete your 

background check at the beginning of each school year. 

 

 


